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Fair hands were busier than usual in the confection of that
austere Cabinet. For while Lady Palmerston set her cap at
the Home Office, they were making terms with Lady John
for John's inclusion. He was to lead the Commons; but
they wanted him at the Foreign Office. She feared the
effort for him, and after a hard struggle they gave " their
words of honour as gentlemen that on the meeting of Parlia-
ment J. should leave the F.O. and not be asked to take any
other office." So both the ladies had their way. For Em's
move succeeded; and Palmerston secured the Home Office,
while she informed a friend that <e after many negotiations
and many refusals from Palmerston he has at last been pre-
vailed upon by Ld. Lansdowne to form part of the new
Govern*."